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corner of foreign territory. It speaks highly for his abilities
and the confidence which he inspired that he obtained this
appointment when he was barely thirty years of age. The
British officers of the Political Department under whom
he served, notably Messrs. Ogilvy and Samuel Mansfield,
Major Browne and Major Fuljames, were not slow to
recognise Ranchhodlal's industry and intelligence and the
punctilious character of his official work, and even after he
had become involved in the unhappy charges which Jed
to the Bombay Government dispensing with his services,
they found it difficult to believe that he had wittingly
receded from the strict staiidard of integrity which he
observed while still serving under their orders,

Ranchhodlal had held his new appointment at Pavagarh
for only a brief period when the storm broke over Ms head.
Considering his services to Government in his ckarly years
and the distinguished and important part which he later
played in the commercial and municipal history of Ah-
itnadabad, one would fain draw a veil over the transactions
which resulted, justly or unjustly, in the close of his career
as a servant of Government. But without some reference
to these matters Ranchhodlal's biography would be in-
complete, and the very repetition of the tale may perhaps
serve to point the moral that a man is master of his own
destiny and may rise, even as Ranchodlal did, victorious
over the mistakes and follies of earlier years. Before giving
the bare facts of the case reflecting on Raudihodlal's
integrity, it is but fair to mention that his Indian biographer
declares the whole unhappy affair to have been the direct
outcome of the intrigues of Ranchhodlafs enemies. To
support this view he refers to the mutual hostility which
subsisted at this time between the subordinate officials
and clerks of the Baroda Residency and those of the Political
Agent, Rewa Kantha, whose headquarters were also at
Baroda; to the enmity felt towards Ranchhodlal in pat*
ticular by the native agent to the Baroda Resident, who
endeavoured for some time to embroil the young Daftardar